
How Luke might have gathered Acts 12:6-19 

Luke wasn’t present for Peter’s miraculous escape from jail, so he likely reconstructed the 
incident based on an interview with Peter. Let’s imagine how that interview might have gone: 
 

Luke: So, I heard you escaped from prison. 

Peter: Yeah, it was crazy. 

Luke: What happened? 

Peter: Well, an angel came in the middle of the night and let me out. 

Luke: An angel? What did he do? 

Peter: Well, he pushed on me, and when I woke up there was this bright light. 

Luke: He pushed on you? Where? 

Peter: On my side. 

Luke: Then what happened? 

Peter: He told me to get dressed and put on my sandals. 

Luke: Were those his exact words? 

Peter: Yeah. 

Luke: Did he say anything else? 

Peter: He said, “Now put on your coat and follow me.” 

Luke: Exact words? 

Peter: Exact words. So I did what he said and followed him out of the cell. 

Luke: Wait. Weren’t you chained somehow? 

Peter: Oh, yeah. I was chained to two guards, but when the angel woke me up, the chains 

just fell off. 

Luke: Two guards were chained to you? 



Peter: Yeah. 

Luke: Where were the chains attached? 

Peter: At the wrists. 

Luke: And the chains fell off? How? 

Peter: I don’t know. They just fell off. 

Luke: The guards didn’t wake up? 

Peter: I don’t really know. The whole thing was kind of like a dream. I had this angel in 

front of me, so I wasn’t paying a lot of attention to the guards, you know? 

Luke: So then what happened? 

Peter: Well, I just followed the angel and we walked out. 

Luke: Did anyone see you? 

Peter: I’m not sure. We went past two guard posts and then went through the gate leading 

to the city. 

Luke: Wouldn’t that gate have been closed and locked? 

Peter: Yeah, it just opened by itself. 

Luke: What were you thinking? 

Peter: You know, after that thing with the animals and the bedsheet, I just assumed this 

was another weird dream. 

Luke: When did you realize it wasn’t? 

Peter: After we walked through that gate. All of a sudden the angel was gone, and it hits 

me: It’s really true. The Lord has sent his angel and saved me from Herod and from what the 

Jewish leaders had planned to do to me! 



Luke: I just want to be sure I get some background here. Herod Agrippa put you in 

prison? 

Peter: Yeah. 

Luke: When was that? 

Peter: During Passover week. It was right after he had James killed. We heard Herod was 

going to put me on trial and have me killed right after Passover. 

Luke: What happened when Herod realized you were gone? 

Peter: Well, from what we heard, he had people searching everywhere. When they didn’t 

find me, he questioned the guards, but they didn’t know what happened. So he had them killed. I 

still feel bad about that part. 

Luke: OK, so you’re walking down the street and you’ve realized this is no dream. 

Where did you go? 

Peter: I went to Mary’s house – John Mark’s mother. Turns out, a bunch of people were 

praying for me there. 

Luke: That must have been quite a shock to them when you showed up at the gate. 

Peter: It was pretty funny, actually. A servant girl answered the door in the gate. She 

knew my voice and got all excited that I was there. So she runs back inside, and here I am still 

standing outside, banging on the door. 

Luke: Ha! I assume somebody finally came back and let you in? 

Peter: Yeah. They couldn’t believe it. It got kind of loud, so I had to motion for them to 

be quiet. 

Luke: What did you say to them? 

Peter: I told them what happened, and told them to tell James and the others. 



Luke: Oh, forgot to ask you before: Do you know the servant girl’s name? 

Peter: It was Rhonda, I think. Something like that. You might want to check with Mary 

on that. 
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